
 
Getting to Know Our Neighbors 

 
1. Find out who’s living in your community through demographic research. 

a. www.census.gov. Go to Data, then to Data Tools and Apps, then to Community Facts. 
Type in the zip code or town name, and 2010 census data will appear. 

b. www.elca.org. Go to “our work,” then to “congregations and synods” then to “research 
and evaluation.” Click on the link for “demographic reports” and you will be able to 
enter your synodical and congregational id numbers, (available in the ELCA 
Yearbook), along with the zip codes of interest.  

 
2. Find out more about community trends by interviewing leaders. 

a. Identify 15-25 people who have different perspectives on life in your community: 
i. Mayor, city council members, other community officials 
ii. Principals/teachers at local schools 
iii. College, community college, vocational school leaders 
iv. Police and fire personnel 
v. Business owners 
vi. Real estate agents 
vii. Community service leaders (food shelves, LSS, Catholic Charities) 
viii. Others? 

b. Make appointments and set up 30-45 minute conversations, asking: 
i. What are the greatest strengths and challenges in our community? 
ii. What significant changes have you seen in the last 2-5 years? What new 

opportunities or concerns do these changes bring? 
iii. Who is doing a great job of responding to these changes in our community? 
iv. What individual or community needs are currently unmet? 

 
3. Ministries of Presence, Prayer, and Listening 

a. Find the gathering places in your community and hang out, perhaps even holding 
church meetings and bible studies in public places. Be open to conversations. 

b. Organize and encourage prayers walks, going out two by two, on foot or in the car, and 
pausing to pray for what catches your eye. Gather prayer walkers and share what they 
prayed for. 

c. Listen to your neighbors, those who already come to your building as well as those you 
encounter elsewhere, guided by courage, curiosity, and compassion. 

i. What do you like about living here? 
ii. What’s one thing you’d like to see changed in this area? 
iii. Is there something you’d like my church to pray for? 

 
4. Imagine the Possibilities; Pray for Guidance 

Gather together all you’ve heard and learned, lift it up to God in prayer, and begin to 
imagine ways you can walk with your neighbors. Contact Agora for support.  

2481 Como Avenue, St. Paul, MN  55108 / 651-401-5622 / www.agora-elca.org 
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